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For immediate release –Thursday, 05 August 2010
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY GROUP HAILS VICTORY IN FEES CAMPAIGN
John Bleasdale , the  Chairman of the Commerce and Industry Group (“C&I”), the leading body for in-house lawyers across the UK, today hailed victory in the Group’s long-running campaign to reduce the cost of practising certificate fees for its members by more than 50% .

The announcement comes as the Solicitors Regulation Authority (“SRA”) announced the  levels of practicing certificate fees levied on individual members as part of a significant reform of the funding of solicitors' professional regulation.  The new system of funding moves the costs of the practising certificate from an individual-based fee levy to one which sees the charge shared by individuals and law firms.  

C&I Group members, some of whom work for Britain’s largest corporations and private companies, will be exempt from the firm-based part of the levy, a move acknowledged by the SRA as more accurately reflecting the cost of regulation and so therefore fairer.

Bleasdale said: “The C&I Group is delighted to welcome the introduction of the new practicing certificate fee regime. This marks the culmination of an eight-year campaign in which previous C&I Group Chairs, together with Council Members, have lobbied extensively for reform, so that the proper costs of regulation are borne where most appropriate, and are proportionate, fair, and justifiable to members.”

He continued: “We are delighted that the SRA has accepted our submissions on the changed format for the practicing certificate fee and making our members only responsible for  the individual element. We have enjoyed a good dialogue with the SRA under the regulatory system bought in by the Legal Services Act, whilst also maintaining regular communications with the Law Society, particularly when the Society was previously responsible for both regulation and representation. ”

“The announcement today is also doubly welcome to some of Britain’s corporate employers who, in difficult economic times, will welcome the reduced regulatory cost. 

Bleasdale paid tribute to his predecessors in the role, over an eight-year period: “This debate has spanned eight Chairpersons of the Group, but throughout that period, the support of our members for this campaign has never waivered. I pay tribute to all those who have contributed. In particular, Ann Page, Carol Williams, Mike Armstrong, and Sapna Bedi-Fitzgerald who regularly highlighted the disparities created by the old system. “
“Particular thanks must go to our Council Member, Stanley Williams, as a calm, persuasive voice of reason on the Law Society’s Council. Although it has taken a long time for us to reach this conclusion, we are pleased that this issue is now settled and we look forward to working with the SRA and the Law Society in the future.” 

- ENDS -

For further enquiries  please contact:

Christine Smith, The Commerce and Industry Group,                                 0161 480 2918  
christine@cigroup.org.uk
Notes to Editors
Established in circa 1962, The Commerce & Industry Group promotes and develops the interests of solicitors employed in commerce and industry.  It provides a forum in which members may study and discuss matters of common interest and concern on a national or regional basis and provides both legal and management training relevant specifically to in-house lawyers. 

Recognised by the Law Society, the C&I Group has more than 4,500 registered members and ensures its members’ interests and concerns are continually voiced to  the English and Welsh legal and regulatory bodies.  During the past few months the Group has contributed and participated in the Smedley Review, Lord Hunt’s review of regulation as well as submitting a response to SRA's consultation on the practicing certificate fee.  

John Bleasdale is Legal Director of TNT UK Limited and has more than 30 years’ experience as a practicing lawyer.  He has been a member of the C&I Group for seven years and is currently a member of the Group’s National Executive and North-West Committee.  In June 2008, he was appointed to sit on the Law Society’s Council along with fellow C&I member Stanley Williams  as the C&I representatives on Council. He was elected Chair in February 2010 for a two-year term.

The individual practicing certificate for 2010 was set at £428.00, with a sliding scale of contributions in relation to maternity leave. Firm based contributions are based on a turnover based scale of contributions.

http://www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/pc-registration-renewal/fees/fee-policy.page 

For further information on the Group please log on to  www.cigroup.org.uk
