[image: ]For immediate release – Wednesday 6 January 2010
 
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY GROUP APPOINTS NEW CHAIR
The Commerce and Industry Group (“C&I), the leading body for in-house lawyers across the UK,  announced that John Bleasdale  is to be Chair of the Group with effect from 1st February 2010.  John Bleasdale succeeds current Chair Sapna Bedi FitzGerald, who has held this position  since 1st September 2008. 
John is Legal Director of TNT UK Limited and has more than 30 years’ experience as a practicing lawyer.  He has been a member of the C&I Group for seven years and is currently a member of the Group’s National Executive and North-West Committee.  In June 2008, he was appointed to sit on the Law Society’s Council along with fellow C&I member Stanley Williams  as the C&I representatives on Council.
Recognised by the Law Society, the C&I Group has more than 4,500 registered members and ensures its members’ interests and concerns are continually voiced to  the English and Welsh legal and regulatory bodies.  During the past few months the Group has contributed and participated in the Smedley Review, Lord Hunt’s review of regulation as well as submitting a response to SRA's consultation on the practicing certificate fee.  
John Bleasdale, commenting on his new appointment:
“I am looking forward to building on the momentum and success which the Group has achieved under the helm of Sapna Bedi FitzGerald.  The Group provides a great forum and network for the in-house legal community and continues to be an active lobby on a range of regulatory issues.  In what should prove to be an exciting, yet challenging 2010 for many in-house lawyers, the Group will continue to look at new ways to support and actively engage with its membership.”
- ENDS -
For further enquiries  please contact:
Christine Smith, The Commerce and Industry Group,                                 0161 480 2918  
christine@cigroup.org.uk
Notes to Editors
Established in circa 1962, The Commerce & Industry Group promotes and develops the interests of solicitors employed in commerce and industry.  It provides a forum in which members may study and discuss matters of common interest and concern on a national or regional basis and provides both legal and management training relevant specifically to in-house lawyers. 
For further information on the Group please log on to  www.cigroup.org.uk
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