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22 January 2009

PRESS RELEASE
CORPORATE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE WARN IN-HOUSE LAWYERS ON DATA PROTECTION

The Commerce & Industry (C&I) Group’s Corporate Governance Committee today releases their latest publication, ‘Data Protection – A Guide for In-House Lawyers’.  This publication aims to increase in-house lawyers awareness of data protection and provides a practical guidance on handling this important governance issue.  The paper helps in-house lawyers understand their role in this area and warns that failing to adequately implement policies to monitor and enforce compliance with data protection regulations can lead to dire consequences for their organisation.
There have been many examples in recent months where data protection measures have either failed or been insufficient – including data protection breaches by HMRC, insurance companies and banks.  The Committee advises in-house lawyers how they can help to ensure that their organisation has a clear data protection policy, a sufficient monitoring structure to ensure that the policy is adequate, and the “buy-in” of senior  management and the various stakeholders within their organisations (such as HR, IT, sales and marketing) to implement the policy.  They discuss what is meant by data protection and governance for data protection, and specific data protection issues.
Jean-Paul Rabin, a member of the Corporate Governance Committee said: “Data protection has become one of the top governance issues for any organisation handling personal data.  Data protection breaches now make front page news, with organisations suffering not only monetary fines but significant damage to their reputation.  In-house lawyers have a key role to play in assisting their organisations to understand their responsibilities and implement a structured, comprehensive approach to dealing with personal data”.
The document is available free of charge from the C&I Group website www.cigroup.co.uk
-ends-

NOTES TO EDITORS

1. The Commerce & Industry Group is the largest representative body dedicated to in-house lawyers in England & Wales.

2. The Commerce & Industry Group Corporate Governance Committee consists of in-house lawyers from (amongst others) Dell, KPMG, PIMCO and West Bromwich Building Society.

3. The Commerce & Industry Group Corporate Governance Committee has produced a number of documents detailing corporate governance issues for the in-house lawyer, including “Reconciling the Irreconcilable”, “A Fine Line” and “Blowing the Whistle” - all available from the C&I Group website.

For further details - please contact Christine Smith 0161 480 2918 or email christine@cigroup.org.uk
